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Cronin, The Green Years. Little, Brown. Nov. 13, 
1944. 347p. $2.50. 


would more appropriate, perhaps, introduce this 
book The Green Years the author The Keys 
the Kingdom, for all probability will immediate 
success, merely because that relationship. That its 
commercial success book form will enduring 
less Merely the basis literary merit and 
artistry anemic comparison with its predecessor. 
psychological study young boy during the forma- 
tive years, will compared inevitably with Tree 
Grows Brooklyn. Cronin’s story, however, the 
etching sharper and the character contrast more pro- 
nounced, though the final effect not nearly satis- 
factory. 


Son Irish father and Scotch mother, Robert 
Shannon orphaned the age eight. Moved 
mere sense duty more than from love (they never 
approved the marriage the first place), his grandparents 
bring the boy live with them. Thus transplanted 
from Dublin the Scottish town Levenford, from 
what appears have been very warm and affectionate 
home environment cold and cheerless household. 
this new and strange environment, one which never 
fully adapted himself, Robert struggles upwards through 
the years boyhood and adolescence—the green years. 


The Leckie household comprises Mr. and Mrs. Leckie, 
Robert’s grandparents, great-grandfather and 
grandmother, representing different branches the family, 
Kate and Murdoch, aunt and uncle Robert. The entire 
menage dominated Mr. Leckie, petty officer the 
Borough Levenford, who has two compelling ex- 
clusive interests life: rise notch the petty official- 
dom Levenford and save money. Every decision 
the home, well the conduct all its members, 


EST SELLERS 


REVIEW 


Published the Library, University Scranton, Scranton, Pennsylvania 
Subscription Price, $2.00; Single Copies, Ten Cents 
Canadian and Foreign Rates $2.50 


Indexed the Catholic Periodical Index 


Entered second-class matter, April 16, 1943, the post office 
Scranton, Pennsylvania, under the Act March 1879 


Copyright, 1944 
Eugene Willging 


Associate Editors 


Austin App, Ph.D. 
Dorothy Lynn 


November 15, 1944 


controlled and dictated the latter interest. result 
they all are slaves Mr. Leckie’s stinginess, with the 
exception the great-grandmother who 
independent and able pay good money for her room. 
One one, during the course the years, they manage 
escape, Kate marriage, Murdoch finding job, 
Mrs. Leckie merciful death, and Robert, the end, 
being mentioned, very unexpectedly and the utter 
consternation all concerned, the beneficiary his 
great-grandfather’s insurance policy. 


That conflict, however, but the vehicle for the prin- 
cipal theme: the growing Robert Shannon. The 
shaping his character follows conventional pattern. 
There is, the first place, the effect his grandfather’s 
domination the household, and the petty meannesses 
that practiced the name thrift the growing 
boy. refuses, for instance, permit Robert 
for the Marshal, competitive scholarship examination, 
though Robert does prepare for through the connivance 
his great-grandfather and his teacher, Mr. Reid. Con- 
trasting with this the friendship his great-grandfather, 
his one guide and confidant. The character the great- 
grandfather, Cadger Gow, combination good sense 
and irresponsibility; buffoon with the manners 
cavalier, with moral standards but 
strong sense justice. Despite some short lapses their 
friendship and mutually protective affection grows through 
the years. 


Marked off the beginning, both home and school, 
his clothes and his manners well his religion, 
Robert the victim classroom and extracurricular per- 
secution teachers and classmates alike. proves 
himself, however, student, and the result 
early fight becomes the fast friend the recognized leader 
the school, Gavin Blair. The finest passages the 
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book are those that tell the friendship these two 
boys, their excursions together the hills the 
lake for fishing, their friendly rivalry for the Marshal. 
These passages provide the only instances the book 
where the reader feels the exhilaration good writing, 
deep human emotions artistically portrayed. 


Through the interest Canon Roche, and again with 
the connivance his great-grandfather, Robert manages 
get some elementary instruction his faith, and 
make his First Communion. becomes pietistic rather 
than pious, automatic and superficial rather than delib- 
erate and deep. 


The great crisis Robert’s life comes with his failure 
the Marshal and the accidental death his friend, Gavin. 
Having passed through the first two days the examina- 
tions, and having far outrun the rest, comes out later, 
Robert struck with diphtheria the Sunday inter- 
vening between the second and third days the com- 
petition. the very day which learns that the 
board will not consider giving him average for the 
two days examination Gavin killed railroad 
crossing. The double tragedy completely overturns 
Robert’s life. His future now that workman, not 
scientist. Fate and life have turned him, and 
turns all that previously valued. Nothing remains 
but blind defiance the sky (p. 247). 


This reversal might have been mote convincing the 
reader were convinced beforehand that Robert’s religious 
feelings were deep and his faith strong. There nothing 
indicate that his religion was anything more than super- 
ficial. Consequently his rebellion after the catastrophe 
has little the comic about it: the rebellion boy 
who doesn’t know what rebelling against. His atti- 
tudes and his affectations the latter pages, expressing 
his contempt for society, for his friends, for religion, are 
the attitudes and affectations unintelligent imma- 
turity, and therefore laughable rather than tragic. 


This the most serious artistic defect the book: pre- 
character that does not develop, that does not grow 
and seems incapable growing wisdom the result 
experience. The impression inevitable that Robert 
will the rest his days the victim moods and 
circumstances, forever incapable becoming complete 
master himself. 


How many times the future this Robert Shannon 
will shuttle between apathy and ardour, rise and 
smitten down again, are not liberty predict... 


(p. 347). 


The technique Cronin’s earlier novels not evidence 
here. The plot does not grow out the characters; in- 
cidents are not natural intrinsic the story, but 
accidental. Robert’s sudden attack diphtheria 
deus machina. The coincidence the announcement 
his failure and the death Gavin, both which con- 
tributed his collapse religious belief, smack the 
sensational. Some the escapades Dandie Gow, such 
his amorous excursion the home the neighboring 
widow, add nothing the story except dash irrele- 
vant adventure. From literary point view the story 
lacking cohesion. 


This book will raise the same questions, and leave the 
same questions unanswered, were raised The Keys 


Cronin Spring 


Best 


the Kingdom. Several passage and one character 
least indicate sceptical attitude toward the Church. The 
entire incident the short friendship Robert and his 
great-grandfather with the Antonellis, Italian family 
the town, besides being unnecessary for the story, 
objectionable. The spectacle entire family praying 
for the recovery pet monkey, having nuns come 
watch the bedside, havirg Masses said for his 
recovery, and the implication “miracle” worked 
his recovery the result superstitious whim having 
Lucy and Angelo climb 365 steps their knees—all this 
highly improbable and offensive well. True, the 
author does not generalize from the incident, and 
possible interpret the entire sequence effort 
indulge Uncle Vita, religious maniac; but neither does 
indicate that anything but the normal course 
action for such people. 


The character Canon Roche will leave the same im- 
pression. appears only odd moments, but com- 
pletely ineffectual. Speaking with Robert after the latter’s 
rebellion, says: 
You don’t believe God, you’ve achieved triumph 
Well, wonder you’re rather proud 
But what you know about God? For that 
matter, what know I’m afraid the 
answer is, nothing. absolutely 
incomprehensible infinitely beyond the grasp 
the imagination, all the senses. can’t picture 
Him, explain His treatment us, human terms. 
Believe me, Shannon, the intellectual approach God 
madness. You cannot fathom the impenetrable. 
The greatest mistake can make toward God 
always arguing when ought simply believe 


Him blindly (p. 306). 


Such speech, the first place, out character; 
not the way priest speaks boy who having doubts 
difficulties about Faith. the second place 
mixture half-statements and half-truths that need care- 
ful explanation and distinction. 


The final inconsistency, use the author’s expression, 
that Robert, now revived the restoration his hopes 
due his inheritance, making visit the Church 
has neglected. feels uncontrollable impulse 
communicate his exaltation spirit the listening still- 
ness (p. 347). Religion, the lack religion, for Robert 
strictly matter irrational moods and impulses. 


This minor novel. The one the story that 
handled well that the friendship Robert Shan- 
non and Gavin Blair. For the rest, the story incon- 
sequential. would mistake assume that either 
the attitudes the statements his characters neces- 
sarily represent the views the author. Yet one could 
hope for more rounded treatment when the author 
touching such serious subjects. Suitable, but not rec- 
ommended with any enthusiasm, for adults. 

Charles Denecke, 

University Scranton 


Literary Guild---December Selection 
Spring, Howard. Facts. Viking. Nov. 1944. 
283p. $2.50. 


Hard Facts takes its name from penny weekly news 
paper founded one the secondary characters but 
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perhaps also allusion Theodore Chrystal’s in- 
ability face the “hard facts” life meets them 
the vocation has chosen. For Theodore Chrystal 
Anglican clergyman, still fleldging curate St. 
Ninian’s, Levenshulme, Manchester, the heart 
industrial England the 1880’s. This not much the 
story Chrystal’s career the ministry his love 
for Elsie Dillworth and his inadequacy when that love 
was put atest. also the story Elsie and Alec 
Dillworth, sibling products sordid environment, and 
the imperturbable and indomitable Dan Dunkerley, 
and his newspaper. brief the story series 
lives whose threads are woven together for awhile into 
Gordian knot which could have been untangled 
love and understanding but which was cut single 
irrevocable incident. 


Theo Chrystal had been quietly well-nurtured middle 
class home, had attended quiet and respectable college. 
His life was conventional, product the established 
order and the status quo. For him the world moved 
quietly onward and there was conservative answer 
every problem. had faced few crises and was fairly 
ignorant the harsher aspects life. But did know 
how play certain type role his vocation; had 
manner, charm and attitude; brief would have 
been the typically successful clergyman moving ever 
higher the scale his church’s hierarchy. had 
little real conception the significance the ministry— 
him was career self-advancement and his eyes 
were constantly the bishopric which waited crown 
his efforts. knew little life and people, good 
and evil. simple errand for Mr. Burnside, his 
somewhat unorthodox pastor for whom religion consists 
helping people rather than holding formal services, 
becomes involved the life Dan Dunkerley 
the day when Dan launches penny weekly called 
Hard Facts, publication adjusted the level popular 
intelligence. Through Dan meets the eccentric Alec 
Dillworth, young genius and writer who recognizes the 
fundamental worthlessness Hard Facts but acts its 
editor because that way can rescue his sister Elsie 
from the life prostitution planned their cruel and 
depraved parents. 


Theo has placed himself under the patronage Lady 
Adela Ponsin, rich young widow and sister Adrian 
Beckwith, Bishop Chanctonbury. She has fallen quietly 
love with him but considers her merely friend. 
Hard Facts prospers, the Dillworths become accustomed 
their new life, Elsie studies the violin, developing 
unexpected talent, and Theo becomes interested Elsie. 
After year work Levenshulme Theo goes Cot- 
ters Court for brief vacation with Adela. There 
begins ask her opinion his interest Elsie but 
cut short news her father’s sudden death. 
takes her her father’s home she reveals unmistakably 
her love for him. Theo extricates himself adroitly from 
this tangle, managing retain her friendship and patron- 
age. his return Manchester meets Elsie and 
they avow their love with Theo course ignorant 
her past and expecting early marriage. But Elsie 
demurs and both separately Mr. Burnside for ad- 
vice. attempts dissuade Theo telling him that 
unless his love very great should forget her. When 
Elsie comes tells her that she now ready for study 
abroad put the final touches her career. But Elsie’s 
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love too deep and she prefers sacrifice her career 
believing that Theo’s love great enough encompass 
her past. Suspecting that Theo’s love too superficial 
possess the understanding and forgiveness necessary 
Elsie Mr. Burnside extracts promise from Elsie that 
she will tell Theo her past before consenting marry 
him. Elsie however delays this confession conserve 
for herself all the happiness she can. 


the meantime Dan Dunkerley has enjoyed tremendous 
success with his trashy weekly and has erected new 
and huge building house together with other pro- 
jected journals the same type. several 
other occasions throughout the book the author conveys, 
implication, rather low opinion modern jour- 
nalism. party celebrate the opening the new 
building Elsie recognized man who once had 
stayed with her and Theo’s suspicions are aroused. That 
same day Dan had given Alec antique misericord 
present. That evening when Theo comes settle the 
matter with Elsie finds her being accused her past 
and admitting it. Puzzled her passive attitude begins 
seek explanation but suddenly seized lustful 
desire for her. struggles with Elsie, Alec, carrying 
the dagger, comes into the room. When Alec strikes 
Theo Elsie tries shield him with her arm which 
pinned the wall Alec’s thrust. Her career blighted 
and her love ruined Theo leaves her. After nervous 


breakdown marries Adela Pinson the story ends. 


Hard Facts craftsmanlike novel with excellent plot 
development, good characterization, save for Theo, and 
well-done background. great extent the story 
adolescent who did not know the true meaning 
love just was ignorant the true nature his 
vocation. character Theo Chrystal basically 
mixture contradictions—idealistic, naive, emotionally 
and intellectually immature yet the same time 
realist, coolly and shrewdly calculating seen the 
course sets for preferment his career. charac- 
ter seems remain somewhat automaton and. 
never fully realizable human being. Many the 
other characters are stock types with some, such Sim 
and Agnes Dunkerley being warmly human. Elsie Dill- 
worth the strongest character the book and the best 
developed. There great deal restrained but sordid 
realism the description Dillworth family life and 
Elsie’s career. Altogether strongly written novel 
and suitable for mature adult readers. 


* * 


Durant, Will. Caesar and Christ. 
Oct. 23, 1944. 751p. $5.00. 


Caesar and Christ, Durant’s latest volume his Story 
Civilization reminds one shop contemporary 
Paris with the impressive goods the show window and 
nothing inside sell. Supposedly history Roman 
civilization and Christianity 325 A.D., the volume 
impressive format and with cuts but the subject 
matter falls far below what one might expect from the 
title which apparently was picked for timeliness and 
other reason. Mr. Durant amid much beating the 
breast proclaims the world his preface that this 
work the product scholarship, “dull and plodding 
and happy.” mock modesty, 
work with “Thank patient reader” but any 
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standards scholarship, the volume lilliputian 
intellectual content though massive size. order 
give the appearance scholarship, Mr. Durant now and 
then throws mass more less inchoate and dull 
material. The bulk the material shows attempt 
not with serious purpose but rather with eye the 
sort best seller market offered that emporium 
modern culture, the drug store book mart. The necessity 
for interlarding his material with filth seems one 
the fundamental assumptions Mr. Durant. Hence 
has found recourse all the gossips 
raphy with Suetonius leading the pack. though 
the daily columns gossip writters were taken 
the basic history our time though the United 
States Chamber Commerce were write the official 
history the New Deal Mr. McCormick were pub- 
lish the official story American foreign policy. 
course Mr. Durant warns that Suetonius, for example, 
taken cum grano salis but then goes 
quote him nauseam. The subject Roman immor- 
ality neither new nor entertaining but Durant finds 
necessary repeat the story all the vices indulged 
the Post-Augustan emperors though were 
little boy indulging the reading forbidden books. 
Perhaps even more diffcult bear Durant’s attempt 
affect attitude pseudo-sophistication his con- 
tinual scoffing morality and his attempts show his 
urbanity dealing with sex. 


Basically, attempts social and economic study the 
rise and fall Rome and the coming Christ. The 
work starts with the Etruscans and takes the usual 
story the Republic and the Punic Wars. After 
discussion Stoic Rome, passes the influence 
Greek pholosophy upon Rome. The Agrarian Revolt 
and the Oligarchic Reaction are separated from Caesar 
and Antony chapter Literature under the Revolu- 
tion. The Principate with its Gold and Silver Age 
brightened the one chapter the work worth reading, 
that Rome Work. Book account the 
Empire and Book entitled “The Youth Christian- 
Christ coequal with Caesar the 
title page, the amount space devoted the study 
early Christianity slight comparison with the amount 
devoted the study the Emperors’ vices and their 
means pampering themselves. Mr. 
little Tacitus because the Roman’s propensity 
write history means encouraging morality. 
the other hand, Durant uses history apparently en- 
courage the reverse. few examples, remarks, “It 
pleasant see that women were then charming 
now, that not all Romans were Catos, and that under 
the shadow the Porch even virtue might take 
day.” Jesus, remarks, was very hard the desire 
man for maid. Why Tacitus’ variety moralizing 
history should invalid and Mr. Durant’s valid hard 
say except that Mr. Durant thinks should so. 


dealing with the Coming Christ, Mr. Durant 
willing admit the historicity Christ but nowhere 
will admit the divinity Christ, preferring treat 
Him though were rather extraordinary man who 
accomplished some psychic feats called miracles. 
ex-seminarian, Mr. Durant has some rather strange inter- 
pretations Scripture. Jesus, came from 
large immediate family because Scripture refers his 
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“brothers and Durant believes that much 
Christianity arose from the mystery religions and the 
Jewish apocalyptic and the whole was rather 
admired wordly sort way that took over the 
Roman organization. His description the reasons for 
the fall Rome one the weakest yet attempted. 
Why anyone should bother read Caesar and Christ 
hard see when there are existence such works 
those Rostovtzeff who does scholarly way what 
Mr. Durant attempts popular fashion. interest- 
ing note that Durant does not even know great work 
when sees one. lists Rostovtzeff his 
graphical guide but does not bother mark his works 
with asterisk recommended for further study. The 
same true the works Tenney Frank. 


This work definitely not recommended from either 
moral, scholarly, esthetic point view. One 
shudders thinks Mr. Durant’s promise complete 
the next volume the series, The Age Faith. 


James Eagan, Ph. D., 
College New Rochelle 


Schuster. Nov 1944. 62p. $1.50. 


This poem essential vigor and reality. Russell 
Davenport, formerly one the editors Fortune, and 
more recently Life, best known for his spirited manag- 
ing Wendell Willkie’s campaign 1940 for the Repub- 
lican presidential nomination, has here set down varied 
and living verse his faith America, God, and the 
brotherhood man. Davenport sees and feels clearly 
the godlessness, the lovelessness, that have led the world 
into this jungle warfare, and, what rarer, sees and 
feels the need for the courage love greatly, the only 
salvation for this country and for the world. Like Wen- 
dell Willkie, Davenport has the moral courage shout 
forth truth matter how trite may be, when 
finds others denying keeping shamefaced silence. 


Since Davenport uses the language poetry, not the- 
ology philosophy, hard sure how means 
his identification God with “the brotherhood all 
men”, and his address God “Spirit Man”. 
these can understood orthodox, they might well 
understood, making this poem not only moving 
human experience, but excellent religious reading for 
Catholics. 


verse, the poem marred occasional too-long 
ings and repetitions. varies, deliberately and effec- 
tively, from near prose through melodious lyric 
tonic thunder. The inclusion, one section, some 
profane and bawdy language, artistically 
will harm the adult mind, and the poem 
way intended for minds not adult. Country 
heartily recommended for adults. 

Kenton Kilmer, 

Arlington, Virginia 

Adams, Franklin and Becks. Whittlesey House. 
Oct. 23, 1944. 246p. $2.00. 


The beloved F.P.A. Information Please and, the 
bonnier days before Dan Golenpaul saw fit harness 
his shy energy for radio, the Conning Tower, has 
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gathered here veritable sack Autolycus full his 
merry journalistic wares: felicitous light verse, including 
devastating parodies Coleridge and Housman; superior 
humorous essays; representative selection from his in- 
imitable Diary Our Own Samuel Pepys; and light 
hearted whiffs quatrain song and other japeries 
prose blithely blown from every quarter the Adams 
compass. Mr. Adams, according his own sly conven- 
tion, fancies himself Twentieth Century Pepys; 
sounder identification with the witty worthies the past 
might twin him instead with England’s gentle Elia the 
East India House. Aside from happy marriage, four 
children and generous meed financial success, 
has much common with the cockney St. Charles: 
certain engaging trick deprecatory autobiography that 
vastly fetching the reader; sweetness disposition 
rare any age; cognate and lovable vices—only Adams 
wants Mrs. Battle with his one round stud and three 
rounds draw (witness that serious sociological study, 
Women Can’t Play Poker); and passion for the pun, 
its delirious best his Winter-Sports Note, with its 
“mating call the not impossible ski.” (Incidentlly, the 
erudition man who can lightly marry allusion 
Lamb and Crashaw immense, but does know, 
wonder, that the original Norwegian pronunciation can 
popularly phoneticized she? suppose does. 
One his best essays Know Almost Everything.) 


Professor Denis Brogan’s combination Dublin-Glasgow 
acumen The American Character recently singled out 
James Thurber representing shrewd insight into the 
American mind and manners. One hopes this clever 


our mores, for his own delectation, carries his 


researches along these lines little further. will find, 
this eventuality, that Thurber has few congeners— 
Clarence Day one them—and not the least the 
group F.P.A. Some would far—to use typical 
Adams collocation—as say that the name Abou 
Ben Adams would lead all the rest this book the 
living American gesture and idiom. You can’t quote 
him the way you can Dorothy Parker, his unit 
effect too cumulative, too subtly gradual. does not 
sparkle; glows. And warms. 


Adams the second fine American newspaperman 
turn out better translations Horace than the Loeb 
Classical Library, Eugene Fields having been the first. 
“And was fun,” says modest reminiscence, 
“though often took the best part two days 
eight satisfactory lines, which doesn’t plug much 
columnar gap.” His charming autobiographical bits are 
Horatian their confiding intimacy; learn that 
cares for naught Belloc but his verse; that the first 
book remembers reading all through was Davy and the 
Goblin Charles Carryl, who found his inspiration 
what F.P.A. far lesser book, Lewis Carroll’s Alice; 
that prefers Forester Joseph Conrad, “who 
always has seemed pretentious me, and little spuri- 
ous”; that, grows older, finds “description superior 
dialogue; that, like another contemporary humorist, 
Stephen Leacock, rabid the subject correct 
English usage. Again like Lamb and Horace, who had 
his dimidium animae Vergil, great lover 
friends. The two passages Heywood Broun and the 
one Percy Hammond are nobly evocative Bellocian 
masculinity friendship, one finds the great Ode 
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the Oxford Republican Club and the Song for the 
Balliol men who died Africa. 


“Masculinity” the operative word for 
and Becks man’s book; women like wit passing well, 
but they mistrust the purely masculine values pipe- 
smoking humor; too feckless, too purposeless, too 
charitable. But the sort thing that helps the 
hairy male through heaven’s gate; women ‘have their 
other means ingress. This added point may may 
not mean anything campaign year: F.P.A. can 
partisan without offense. means something the 
present reviewer; rinses from his mouth the unpleasant 
taste the partisanship, exhibited various directions, 
the New Yorker, the Saturday Evening Post, and 
Orson Welles. 
Charles Brady, 


Canisius College 


Bishop, Air Marshal William Peace. Viking. 
Nov. 10, 1944. 175p. $2.75. 


Winged Peace the natural sequence Bishop’s Winged 
Warfare. The volume begins with discussion the 
new geography and discussion how our enemies be- 
came aware before did. Accustomed are 
flat maps and Mercator projections, failed think 
terms curved maps and the necessity for flights over 
the top the world. curved line between Washing- 
ton and Moscow actually shorter terms air miles 
than straight line drawn between the two points. Few 
people became aware the significance this until the 
Germans began making exploratory trips air via Canada 
Chicago and Tokyo. Marshal Bishop believes that the 
Lufthansa and Luftwaffe were designed for world con- 
quest and failed only because Hitler’s thinking was domi- 
nated the old style Junkers militarists who tied the 
German air force ground troop operations. The Ger- 
man planes which attempted the air blitz England were 
unsuited the task because they were designed primarily 
for dive bombing and supplementary infantry. When 
the infantry could not follow the case attacks 
upon England, Hurricanes and Spitfires destroyed the 
German air force the thousands. British and Ameri- 
can thinking along military lines was also tied down 
Napoleonic strategy that the full use the airplane 
came relatively late the war. 


Marshal Bishop devotes quite bit space reminis- 
cences his early days flyer and the pioneering 
work done Canada the bush flyers who were eventu- 
ally build the shuttle service between Newfound- 
land and England which not only saved England but also 
gave the United States time which prepare. 
points out that Canada trained 2,000 young Americans 
who were able transfer the American air force im- 
mediately after Pearl Harbor when they were most badly 
needed. Much the book also deals with the attempt 
World War flyers interest the public aviation, 
something which they were able with little success. 
Canada, which under the great circle route will become 
all important, mapped out the routes long advance, 
under private enterprise rather than government support. 
Bishop makes the point that aviation very young and 
still undeveloped field, the possibilities which the public 
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and particular, politicians, have yet grasp. be- 
lieves that the use rocket and jet propulsion have 
opened possibilities which the man the street 
likely label utterly fantastic. Through the use com- 
bined rocket and jet, stratosphere planes will able 
cross the Atlantic the rate 1,000 1,500 miles 
hour, making the total crossing three hours. like 
manner the terrible possibilities such force must 
realized that shrinking the time-distance between 
Europe and America, the last remnants isolationism 
may some day buried the rubble American cities. 
All this might viewed alarmist but for the fact that 
the past twenty years alone the airplane has developed 
such tremendous possibilities that all previous notions 
the subject safety from attack have had revised. 


Marshal Bishop believes that have the choice ac- 
cepting the necessity for international control the air 
death. does not discuss the possibilities for world 
air police great detail, preferring think instead 
terms international control air lines through 
international body. Marshal Bishop’s stand with respect 
the Canadian position might somewhat altered 
view the position taken Canada the International 
Civil Aviation Conference Chicago where Canada 
stands midway between British and American proposals, 
America for free competition, Britain for strict inter- 
national control. Marshal Bishop’s position closer 
the British than the American the Canadian. The 
book recommended for those who would like start 
thinking the implications the air age. The airplane 
not blame but rather becomes instrument 
destruction rather than help mankind. 


Dr. James Eagan, 
College New Rochelle 
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Brown, Joe Your Kids and Mine. Doubleday. Oct. 
19, 1944. 192p. $2.00. 


Don Brown, son the famous comedian, was killed 
airplane crash during training. That fact was primarily 
responsible for JoeE. Brown’s desire two things: enter- 
tain other father’s sons and take some active part the 
war place his son who never had chance 
active duty. Joe cut through military red tape make 
his first trip Alaska the request friend and, when 
discovered that the boys really liked his entertain- 
ment, went two long tours, one Africa, Europe, 
India, Persia and China, the other the Central and 
Southern Pacific war zones. The present book the record 
these three trips written the bumblingly expansive 
style which Mr. Brown affects his comedy. 


There little new unusual this book. record 
people and places, shows given and the crowds, 
his technique, the morale value entertainment, 
the courage and faith soldiers, their heroism, the 
patience the wounded and many other things all 
familiar readers daily newspapers. 
some 15,000 miles the author has, course, collected 
many anecdotes and stories our fighting men which are 
retailed here. was extremely anxious 
bombing mission, sort symbolic substitute for his 
son, and finally succeeded, obtaining permission 
several missions. tells detail his own efforts, his 
almost complete incapacitation illness which subse- 
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quently disappeared went working, the infor- 
mation, given him doctors, psychologists and officers, 
that the morale curve was always boosted areas where 
had entertained, his insistence clean humor and 
his refusal tell off-color stories. There mention 
the recent accusations leveled against himself and other 
entertainers one the army newspapers. The book 
curiously tinged with atmosphere self-adulation 
emphasized the author’s continuous insistence the 
inadequacy his efforts. Although there little new 
the book fairly interesting and suitable for all classes 
readers but there are special virtues which would 
serve recommend any great extent. 


Hatcher, Harlan. The Great Lakes. Oxford. Oct. 19, 
1944. 384p. $3.50. 


Well, here’s another book the Great Lakes. view 
the cooperative work now progress the same 
topic, under the editorial supervision Milo Quaife, 
the Detroit Public Library, one might wonder this 
volume Dr. Hatcher might not simply case 
love’s labor lost. Fortunately, such not the case. will 
many years before duplication efforts need evi- 
dent literature such massive topic the story 
our inland seas. 


Although this reviewer had begun read the still in- 
complete series five volumes under Quaife’s supervision 
before reading the work just finished the Dean the 
College Arts and Sciences Ohio State University, 
would recommend that Hatcher’s book read before 
those edited Quaife. Hatcher’s book, are given 
clear and complete picture all the Lakes. The 
thread the treatment chronological, but the treat- 
ment tends topical, emphasizing various sections 
discovery, conflict, possession, and development, these 
terms might applied the area the Great Lakes. 
The section devoted the years exploration tells once 
more story that can never grow old because those who 
opened the West can never die. the author 
observes, effort evaluation and appraisal: 


Men’s inexpressible ardor may aroused many 
motives, and explorer, trader, and missionary sacrificed 
alike for their own the annals that 
epic the chapter written the Recollect and Jesuit 
cult recapture the temper that age when well- 
placed men chose savage poverty civilized ease, and 
renounced the world embrace barbaric existence 
the Canadian wilds try annex few uncompre- 
hending savages the kingdom heaven. Yet they 
did just that, and their name legion (pp. 76-77). 


The chapter entitled “Men God and Martyrdoms” 
reverential and appreciative treatment one 
could possibly wish the martyrdom the Jesuit 
Fathers: Jogues, Lalande, Brébeuf, and Lalemant. 


One the attractive features this book the fact that 
one may open practically any one its thirty-seven 
chapters, and read that chapter comprehendingly. Each 
seems unit itself, yet actually component part 
well-knit whole. The chapter entitled “Timber” 
case point. twenty pages, the reader secures 
sweeping and the same time factual grasp the 
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lumbering industry. two sentences, the author con- 
veys the reader the criminal waste associated with the 
business when was its heyday, getting timber areas 
for song and ruthlessly ruining them. The lumbering 
industry, writes, worked the rivers Michi- 
gan, Illinois, and with slaughtering speed. 
There was more science these lumbering operations 
than the depredation weasel striking fang tooth 
into the breast mallard duck suck few drops 
blood from its heart and leave the carcass otherwise un- 
touched the lake shore.” (p. 262). Sentences driving 
the one just quoted are scattered through the book, 
giving zest story which some might otherwise 
not especially interesting. But there drama and sus- 
pense the story the great Middle West, and the 
author recreates the life problems those who came 
the western wilderness and transformed slowly into the 
richest and most productive area the world. The iron 
ore deposits are graphically handled the chapters, 
“Duluth and the Vermilion Range” and “Mesabi.” Those 
who think the inland seas placid, need but read the 
chapter, “White Hell” corrected. Nearly 6,000 ves- 
sels were wrecked the Lakes between 1878 and 1898; 
one storm November, 1913, ships and 235 men 
were lost. 


The story the Great Lakes one perennial interest, 
because deals with fearless men and women, brave 
undertakings, heartbreaking experiences, failure, and 


finally, triumph. The author knows the lakes from travel- 
ing them, not merely from books. ample bibliography, 
detailed index, endpaper maps, eight pages halftone 


illustrations, and panoramic jacket full color aid 
making this one the better books the year. 

Paul Kiniery 

Loyola University, Chicago 


Winner the First Lewis and Clark 
Northwest Contest 


Murphy, Clyde The Glittering Hill. Dutton. Oct. 
1944. 478p. $3.00. 


This novel, winner the first Lewis and Clark Northwest 
Contest, part western pulp fiction, part James Farrell’s 
frenetic Irish family life, part unbelievable amateurish- 
ness and part downright good writing. the author 
could excise his bawdry and blasphemy, temper his intense 
prejudices and devote more time the artistry required 
good writing, might become more than imitator. 
Until does so, however, judgment his worth must 
suspended. 


The “western” flavor appears the bar-room brawls, 
the shady ladies, the abandoned mines which prove 
profitable, dynamiting, and dirty work such the buying 
judges. Farrell present the scattered remarks 
the Irish and some the comments Catholicism 
which skirt the edges of, but not fall over into, super- 
stition. Many the Irish Catholics who are 
Magnus Dunn, the mine magnate who weeps sentimental- 
over his racing stable but not all over the poverty 
his workers; Dennis O’Shea, rake and rebel who 
brash with the priests with the ladies; Porky Sulli- 
van, half-insane sot who becomes judge “Populist” 
election, and scattered drunkards—probably were success- 
fully baptized but have left grace quite far behind them. 
The amateurishness appears the very structure the 
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novel: the heroine, Evelyn Shannon Chicago may 
called that, briefly introduced during Farrellesque 
dinner conversation, transported Butte, Montana, where 
most the action occurs, and promptly forgotten for 
more than hundred pages. the midst ugliness 
and corruption, however, she retains her integrity, sees 
beneath the surface charm the overly-ambitious Nick 
Stryker, and marries the only really decent character 
the book, another figure integrity, Tom Gary. 


There considerable description the growth the 
West during the period following 1890, good comment 
labor and living conditions, and exciting incidents 
Tom’s descent into abandoned shaft and the de- 
liberate firing underground ore-strike which close 
the property rival mine. The story thin, 
more than the interest Nick Stryker Evelyn some- 
thing more than his usual conquests, enthusiasm 
which drives him become the third richest man 
Butte. When loses the race for her hand, 
marries prostitute, whom had established 
quarters, and returns the ancestral estate Virginia, 
which had always had nostalgic interest. 


the author had stopped here, some the melodrama 
and much the creaking machinery plot and thin- 
ness characterization might have been overlooked. But, 
his attempt “he-man” and very much the realistic 
commentator the old West, has colored most his 
dialogue with countless blasphemies, makes hundreds 
physical allusions pseudo-Rabelaisian manner which 
way successful, and lets O’Shea tell most the 
gamut his vulgar stories—in bars, dining rooms, the 
kitchens wakes and through most the Butte scene. 
One senses the author’s admiration for this “realistic” 
character well for the political Stryker; 
the other hand, there equal admiration for Ellen 
and Tom. This even balance itself artistic 
well moral flaw. Two needlessly detailed scenes 
adultery further mar the work. 


The clumsiness and vulgarity the work outweigh the 
attempt recreate history and, since the author has 
made attempt better his own work, seems 


* * * 


Cerf, Bennett. Try and Stop Me. Collection Anec- 
dotes and Stories, Mostly Humorous. Illus. Carl Rose. 


Simon. Nov. 1944. 378p. $3.00. 


Mr. Cerf has written part this review his Introduction 
where says, “One the most amusing features 
research for this volume was the frequency with which 
certain classic yarns bobbed with entirely different 
casts characters. one instance Bernard Shaw had 
said something Wells; another Ilka Chase 
had delivered the same bon mot Hedda 
Columnists and ‘raconteurs’ discovered long ago that 
the public laughs harder and more impressed when 
line delivered somebody whose keen sense humor 
already established.” Thus, may expect and 
find here many classic stories assigned new names. 
Try and Stop has goodly proportion new, well 
old, rib-ticklers, connected with famous (or notorious) 
contemporaries: the Marx Brothers, Jimmy Durante, 
Kaufman and Hart, Helen Hayes, George Cohan, the 
field the theatre; Goldwyn, Mayer, Woolley, are few 
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the timbers the Hollywoods (which also has its 
saplings); other names equally prominent are featured 
the “literary life,” business, journalism, finance, music, 
sports, etc., etc. 


Very many the stories are the “sophisticated” 
brand, verging the indecent and obscene, such those 
bringing Gypsy Rose Lee. Often Mr. Cerf goes beyond 
his intention retelling stories including interpreta- 
tive comment. Most notable his “minority report” 
Alexander Woollcott whom says part (in fact 
small part) that, “One prerequisite for his idea 
masterpiece was its discovery himself.” This section 
one that needed writing, more while Woollcott was 
the fad than now. Another aspect Mr. Cerf’s editorial- 
izing appears his criticism George Cohan who “lost 
touch with the theatre (as grew older). resolutely 
refused understand important new playwrights and 
theatrical trends. Their language was ‘objectionable,’ 
their preoccupation with the thornier side life ‘lament- 
able.’ (After 1919) began more and more resemble 
the very model modern postmaster general.” (p. 35). 
other words, Mr. Cerf has sympathy for those the 
side decent language plays books decent illus- 
tration magazines. 


The bulk these stories and anecdotes may classified 
amusing and generally unobjectionable for adults. After- 
dinner speakers and chairmen meetings will find 
number appropriate pieces. 


It’s All Politics. Curl. Oct. 


Abrahams, Lewis. 


1944. 306p. $2.50. 


During election year, books politics are apt 
numerous. Lewis Abrahams, New York lawyer, has 
written what might considered political primer for 
Americans. written largely from the “big city” point 
view, and therefore quite concerned with the activi- 
ties big city political machines the past and present. 
The second chapter, “That Vote Yours,” one the 
most valuable the ten chapters the book. empha- 
sizes the necessity properly appreciating the value the 
right vote, since that right was acquired Americans 
only with great difficulty. The chapter “Law Makers 
and Law Breakers” deals satisfactorily with the alliance 
often found between financial leaders and political chief- 
tains. The writing pleasantly direct, the following 
remark, relative Tammany Sheriff Farley indicates: 
“Farley was the head political club, which housed 
assorted variety criminals and gamblers. The 
$360,000 was his rake-off for protecting his wards—the 
thieves and gamblers.” (p. 63). 


Perhaps the most interesting chapter, for the average 
reader, the one “Political Monarchs.” discusses 
the varied careers ten politicians, most them city 
“bosses.” Naturally, Tweed New York City written 
some detail, and severely condemned. Condemna- 
tion also heaped the memory the now departed 
Huey Long, Prendergast Kansas City, and Hague, 
Jersey City. The author very well disposed toward 
Franklin Roosevelt, stating, “Our form democracy, 
thrive and succeed, must have the Roosevelts and 
not the Hagues. The former lead and are essential—the 


latter drive and should deposed.” (p. 219). 


Abrahams Cornwell 


Best SELLERs 


One criticism that might advanced that the book 
inclined unduly stress the obvious. That may 
cused, since the supposition that many who read this 
book will reading their first book politics. The 
voter urged repeatedly throughout the book, main- 
tain constant interest his elected officials. Vigilance 
week two before election not enough guar- 
antee good officials. While this book not profound 
study, any means, volume that can recom- 
mended all interested good government. 

Paul Kiniery, 

Loyola University, Chicago 


$10,000 Dodd, Mead-Redbook Prize Novel 


Cornwell, Dorothea. They Dare Not A-hunting. 
Dodd, Mead. Oct. 10, 1944. 279p. $2.50. 


This novel, winner the $10,000 Dodd, Mead-Redbook 
prize, disappointing. psychological study which 
impresses the reader with nothing but the author’s in- 
ability write phychological novel. There isn’t single 
clearly defined personality among the characters, and the 
incidents are forced and unimportant. 


Julia Greer had grown under the care watchful 
and attentive mother who, disillusioned after the early 
death her husband, was intent guarding her beau- 
tiful daughter from people general particularly 
from falling love. least that how the family 
doctor sized the situation, and that why persuaded 
Julia see her hairdresser, milliner, etc., dress and 
out meet life. Julia takes his advice and, drug- 
store, meets the meant-to-be interesting young man and 
career girl who were draw her out her shell and 
“help” her overcome her fears. There evidence 
that Julia needs such help. She immediately wins the 
young man away from the career girl with whom had 
shared illicit relations, nor does the austere Agatha Greer 
protest her daughter’s marriage nor sharing her home 
with the newlyweds. She becomes, moreover, mere 
shadow the story until later her care diagnosed 
hopeless schizophrenia and she disappears into 
tarium. 


After marriage, Julia changed unaccountably 
shy young miss very possessive and self-centered wife; 
and the strong suitor who had meant help Julia, be- 
comes suddenly willy nilly husband, unhappy the 
forbidding atmosphere his wife’s home and strangely 
helpless before his beautiful bride. enters the armed 
service, receive commission, but cannot persuade 
Julia accompany him. Before their child born, Julia 
asks for divorce; nor does she change her mind though 
the career girl suddenly reappears and tries reason with 
her for her husband’s happiness. Julia determined 
make heroic withdrawal favor her former rival. 
meeting arranged during furlough the cabin 
where Julia and Mike had spent their honeymoon. 
the first arrive the cabin and the incident that 
occurred change her whole outlook life and mar- 
riage too vague described. The book ends with 
happy reunion. 


They Dared Not A-hunting has neither story nor 
style recommend any reader. The light treatment 
marriage and the immoral relationship between Mike 
and the newspaperwoman deserve condemnation, but the 
effect the whole story too unreal harmful. 
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Barrett, Monte. Sun Their Eyes. 
Sept. 1944. 319p. $2.75. 


Texas followed stormy path revolution after revolu- 
tion against the Spanish crown before she entered the 
Union. These were not solely revolts against the tyranny 
Spanish colonial government but were due also 
large part the westward migration land-hungry 
Americans. was the American factor that finally broke 
Spanish power and transferred Texas through its series 
six flags the Stars and Stripes. Sun Their Eyes 
romance-adventure-historical novel built around 
seventh flag, the flag one the earliest revolutions 
1812 and but little known history. 


Bobbs-Merrill. 


Jonathan (Jonty) Kirk had left his father’s home Vir- 
ginia find new land the West. For the perilous jour- 
ney down the Natchez Trace joined party which 
were Augustus Magee, lieutenant the Army the 
United States, Kemper, woodsman and scout, Dan 
Clampit, gambler and others. their way they rescue 
another party from bandits. This party consists Don 
Bernardo Gutierrez, defeated revolutionist from Mexico, 
Don Miguel Salazar, ambitious rake and illegitimate son 
noble Spanish family, and the latter’s mistress, the 
beautiful but vicious Teresa Lerdo. Jonty falls love 
with Teresa thinking her only Salazar’s ward and 
she, hungry for new passion, encourages his love. Salazar 
immediately arranges with Clampit have Jonty killed. 
The gambler fails and the combined parties continue 
Natchez. There Magee, Kemper, Gutierrez and Salazar 
plan lead expedition into Texas, tear away from 
Spanish rule and form their own government. Magee 
the soldier, Gutierrez, the orator and nominal 
head the government and Miguel furnish the 
financial backing. Miguel however plans form 
monarchy and obtain the crown for himself. Teresa 
shares his ambition but cannot speak her desire for Jonty. 
When Kirk hears the expedition joins it. Miguel 
forces him into duel but himself wounded. hires 
Clampit again kill Jonty but the latter kills another 
man mistake. Jonty then sets off for the rendezvous 
company with the Marsden family, Ben, Cris and 
Cecily Cissy. 


Magee recruits the nucleus his army from frontiersmen 
and outlaws. Jonty made lieutenant scouts. They 
meet with initial success and reach Bahia, center 
vital Spanish communications. There they are be- 
sieged and the fortunes war vary from side side. 
Miguel arrives the scene only discover Jonty still 
alive. Again hires Clampit but when the latter 
surprised his task kills Magee and Jonty turn 
kills him. Kemper quickly assumes Magee’s place and 
after driving back Spanish attack finally defeats the 
Spaniards and captures San Antonio, the capital. There 
Sadcedo, the Spanish commander, surrenders. prom- 
ised safe conduct but through Miguel’s plotting mas- 
sacred. The army Americans and Mexicans has grown 
steadily and easily able crush another Spanish expe- 
dition that the new state seems secure. But one the 
Mexican captains, Menchaca, easy prey for Miguel’s 
wiles. Don Bernardo easily discredited and Miguel in- 
stitutes reign terror and lawlessness which calcu- 
lated into provoking the people ask for strong man, 
himself, restore and maintain order. All this time 
Jonty has distinguished himself scout but has still 
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remained infatuated with Teresa. She now plans help 
Miguel obtain his crown and then discard him favor 
Jonty. Jonty course still blind her true nature, 
even when she tries seduce him, and also blind his 
chances loving Cissy. 


The climax Miguel’s plot the assassination 
Jonty, Cissy and their friends while they are selecting 
homesteads for themselves. This fails and Miguel finds 
himself deadlock with the American faction. The 
Americans win out backing liberal and enlightened 
Spaniard, Don Toledo, and his decisive action renders 
Miguel’s attempted putsch abortive. Suddenly there comes 
news the close approach Spanish force. The 
Texans rush out battle but are trapped and slaughtered, 
Cissy’s brother and father among the victims. Jonty has 
finally discovered Teresa’s true nature and has left her 
disgust. She and Miguel are captured spite his 
attempt switch sides. executed and after being 
the property sergeant she acquires herself captain. 
The victorious Spaniards ravage San Antonio return for 
Salcedo’s massacre and Cissy captured. Jonty rescues 
Cissy the nick time and they ride safety the 
United States vowing return for the liberation Texas. 
Sun Their Eyes ranks fair pulp magazine 
fairly exciting but entirely routine and superficial. The 
writing and plot are inexpert and the historical elements 
the book are meagre. There are several objectionable 
features such giving the name, Jesus, lustful and 
sadistic Spanish sergeant, occasional suggestiveness especi- 
ally Teresa’s futile attempts seduce Jonty, cruelty, 
brutality and indiscriminate killing, the matter the duel 
and, course, the character Teresa. The book suit- 
able for adults but there little reason recommend 
any extent. 


Scientific Book Club---October Selection 


Corner, George Ourselves Unborn. Embryolo- 
gist’s Essay Man. Yale University Press. Sept. 19, 
1944. 188p. $3.00. 


This book developed from the Terry Lectures given the 
author, competent and distinguished anatomist and 
embryologist, Yale March, 1944. Quoting from 
the book regarding the Terry Foundation: “The object 
this Foundation the assimilation that which 
has been shall hereafter discovered, and its appli- 
cation human welfare, especially the building 
the truths science and philosophy into the structure 
broadened and purified religion.” presenting his 
understanding the nature and position man the 
long past and progression toward unseen goal; that 
life precarious from the first day the last, under the 
sway events can neither comprehend nor calculate; 
and that bear through all our days the marks inti- 
mate kinship with the animal world, tempered powers 
the mind that bestow honor and dignity upon the 
body.” The book divided into three sections. 


The first section the series entitled “The Embryo 
Germ and Archive” and consideration the very 
early development the mammalian embryo, especially 
the human, beginning with the maturation the egg, 
its path into the uterus, the formation the blastocyst, 
the development germ layers, fetal membranes and 
the placenta. Various comparisons are made between 
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the same developmental processes different mammals 
and processes are described detail with the use 
great deal technical terminology. Much attention 
given the development the placenta and the various 
attempts set phylogenetic schemes for the orders 
mammals based placentation. Major considera- 
tion given the first two weeks history the human 
embryo with brief six page summary outline the 
remainder development. Such related topics the 
nature semi-permeable membrane and the anatomical 
and physiological evidence for denying the transmission 
maternal impressions the fetus are also discussed and 
discussed well. The author makes reference from time 
time the ways which similarity developmental 
processes different animal groups can interpreted 
evidence for their descent from common ancestors 
according the evolutionary theory. 


The second section entitled “Pre-natal Fate and Fore- 
ordination” concerned with abnormalities develop- 
ment and their causes, with the usually unsuspected 
pre-natal mortality rate one three, with the little 
known abnormalities well the more bizarre and 
better known types. The author begins with 
teratology show the development understanding 
with regard the causes and appearance monsters. 
then goes weave cleverly together the evidence 
from experimental embryology and genetics show that 
the appearance monsters can attributed either 
environmental factors inherent 
Among other topics there interesting exposition 
our present knowledge erythroblastosis fetalis. This 
part the book exceptionally well done and would 
appeal most highly the well educated and interested 
layman. Unfortunately concludes from his knowl- 
edge embryology, especially pre-natal mortality, that 
there can immortal soul and that the spirit man 
can only latent potentiality” which “is received 
germ, opportunity, something develop.” The 
complete exposition his position given pages 119- 
also gives religion credit for 
developing some the superstitious beliefs once current 
regard the causation monsters. discusses also 
modern genetic predetermination organisms. 

The third section entitled “The Generality and Par- 
ticularity Man” and devoted the establishment 
the fact that man animal, vertebrate, Primate 
showing close affinity the other members that 
group originally determined evidence from Compara- 
tive Anatomy and supported evidence from Embry- 
ology. The evidence course taken from the prin- 
ciple homology, degree similarity indicating degree 
relationship, and the logical extension, common an- 
cestry. The problem man’s biological relationship 
the other Primates discussed thoroughly with course 
definite answer available because the incomplete- 
ness the evidence. addition the author indicates 
the generalized nature the human body and curiously 
enough attempts link man’s free will this generalized 
nature the body. “The scope the human mind, the 
freedom human decision, are bound inextricably 
with the generalization the body” (p. 175). the 
same section the author shows his misunderstanding 
the relationship between soul and body. (pp. 165-166). 


Ourselves Unborn excellent exposition the status 
many present day embryological problems and the 
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knowledge have concerning them. spite its 
choice the Scientific Book Club does not seem 
adapted the level the general reader with scientific 
inclinations but rather that the professional biologist 
and The author’s error course his 
attempt determine the nature and position man 
solely from study the human body. Since man 
composed body and soul his conclusions are necessity 
false. Insofar the physical relationships the human 
body alone are concerned his interpretations are agree- 
ment with the consensus present-day biological opinion 
which admits that the problem complex and still has 
satisfactory answer. When attempts however 
carry his embryological reasoning into the realm the 
spirit and deny the existence the soul, make man 
creature, responsible solely himself 
and his environment, set apart from other organisms 
only functional specialization the brain, then 
definitely Such attempt purify religion 
making the human spirit solely product the human 
body course preposterous. The errors this book 
are manifest and will suitable only for those mature 
students the problems with which deals. 


Inner Sanctum Mystery---November Selection 


Quentin, Patrick. Puzzle For Puppets. Simon and Schu- 
ster. Nov. 10, 1944. 262p. $2.00 


Peter Duluth, the stumbler upon murders created the 
anonymous twosome which calls itself Patrick Quentin 
Patrick alternate novels, now the Navy. 
leave from the Pacific, seeks quiet week-end with 
his wife, interrupted honeymoon cliché has al- 
ready been overworked Hollywood—but manages 
meet interesting number corpses, see his stolen 
uniform the back one murderer, and sought 
the police likely criminal. Three women who 
were once associated with circus are put out the way, 
and the pursuit leads over most San Francisco, through 
the innards the circus, the trapeze bars and climac- 
tic chase through the three rings themselves. Mixed 
are private agents, elephant with the usual long mem- 
ory for friends and enemies, and pleasant parody the 
mellifluous Alexander Woolcott. earlier version 
the story appeared magazine form, but recasting has 
improved the truncated sample. Few can quarrel with 
the amorousness the married couple; the only objection- 
able note the boastfully convention-flouting affair 
Eulalia Crawford Beacon Hill and Gino Forelli 
trapeze fame. 


Gardner, Erle The Case the Black-Eyed 
Blonde. Morrow. Nov. 1944. 217p. $2.0. 


Young Carl Fretch believed that the way acquire 
respect from the girls who refused his advances was 
use little force. Ergo, Diana Regis became blonde 
with black eye who ran Perry Mason with tale that 
aroused his suspicion, particularly relation her em- 
ployer, Jason Bartsler, who kept “his mind proper 
perspective” having his secretary, the afore-mentioned 
Diana, read him magazine articles five more years 
ago which were “couched in... (language of) irrefutable 
logic, advocating theories since proven utterly fallacious”. 
When Diana related the story her black eye her 
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roommate Mildred Danville, the latter became excited 
and made unusual date. later she was found 
shot; the weapon proved covered with Diana’s 
fingerprints. Further developments lead 
conclusion. course, has the assistance his 
secretary (or fiancée), Della Street, and Paul Drake with 
his staff private sleuths, now including blonde female 
lightweight boxer. Adults will find this fair fare. 


Derleth, August, Editor. Sleep More. 
masterpieces horror for the connoisseur. 


Rinehart. Sept. 21, 1944. 374p. $2.50. 


the compiler this anthology horror tales says 
his introduction, there have been least dozen such 
collections the past; find twenty new stories 
comparable merit almost impossibility. The present 
editorial effort the weakest the lot; few the stories 
are frightening when measured against other achieve- 
ments; many them, drawn from the pages Weird 
Tales, are badly written, overly descriptive, weak 
dialogue and strained their attempt novel. The 
subtitle, indicating that these stories are for the “con- 
noisseur” and the warning the reader prepare 
shudder are journalistic devices which tend backfire. 


Twenty 
Farrar 


The selections, although not arranged, illustrate the 
familiar types for which the connoisseur 
There are some ghost stories, including Grendon’s “The 
Gentleman from Prague,” Shiel’s long-winded “The 
House Sounds,” Chambers’ “The Yellow Sign,” 
which the artist boasts his Catholicism and vet 
shows that has none, and several others too dull 
mention. Witchcraft represented Clark Smith’s 
“The Return the Sorcerer,” one the better examples 
the results reading “mystic volumes,” Talman’s 
“The Two Black Bottles,” which ancestor’s soul 
captured bottle, and Wandrei’s inept and vulgar 
account modern werewolf. Two “frightful stories” 
are Thomas Burke’s tour force, “Johnson Looked 
Back,” and ordinary newspaper contribution Alfred 
Noyes, “Midnight Express,” which stands out only 
contrast its associates. Two stories the book follow 
the same pattern—that retarded growth human 
twin parasite the skin its normal partner. 
Henry Whitehead’s telling this “Cassius” against 
West Indian background more effective than the 
cabalistic associations Bloch’s “The Mannikin.” 


Aside from “Cassius,” there are less than half dozen 
well-told stories, which pretty poor percentage, and 
most these leave bad taste the mouth. 
Wakefield’s “He Cometh and Passeth matches 
two magicians the modern world, men with preter- 
natural (or demoniac) power, against one another. 
Clinton, the evil force, another Marquis Sade, and 
there too much detail and allusion his biography. 
Maurice Level’s “The Kennel” smart conte cruel, 
and obvious imitation DeMaupassant’s “The Necklace.” 
The husband finds the lover apparently dead, has his 
wife help him toss the “corpse” out the window man- 
eating dogs; lover gives last shout, wife says “He wasn’t 
dead!” and husband sneers “Did you think was?” 
Robert Howard’s “The Black Stone” eyewitness 
account the return demon-possessed race the 
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earth Midsummer Night, race whose orgiastic ritual 
and human sacrifice combination the Babylonian 
and Aztec. Howard Lovecraft’s “The Rats the 
Wall” combines most the features the book its 
climax: close approximation late eighteenth 
century Gothic originals: old castles, secret panels, dun- 
geons, echoes Druidic orgies, corrupt monks, setting 
close Poe’s “Pit and the Pendulum,” archeological 
investigation, cannibalism, telescoping time into pre- 
history, and final madness. with the other stories, 
now effective, now irritating, now worthless. 


the realm horror fiction, should every reader 
his own taste, but there are degrees taste, and there 
should some standards. After the hundred best 
stories have been picked others, disappointing 
have put with residue and, generally, tainted 
residue. Edith Wharton, Algernon Blackwood, 
Jacobs, Arthur Machen, Walter Mare, Hugh Wal- 
pole, and Stevenson, Henry James and Poe are still the 
only works for the true connoisseur. 


James Edward Tobin 
Fordham University 


Crime Club---October Selection 


Echard, Margaret. This Treason. Doubleday. 
Oct. 1944. 240p. $2.00. 


Into wine growing community Oregon come all the 
problems associated with Italian prisoner war 
camp: escape the night through secret underground 
passage, the murders caretaker and guard, the 
disturbing the foreign-born element which active 
bond drives. Over the whole clings the memory the 
great radio favorite, Lavagnino, the training whose 
voice all financially shared and whose success all were 
gratified. 


When Lavagnino’s widow, Penelope, arrives the valley 
investigate the truth the rumor that her husband 
had not died Italian prisoner, having been con- 
scripted Mussolini’s terrorists during singing tour 
his father’s land, the action begins. Her house burns 
the ground, grand piano mysteriously saved, there 
are familiar songs the night. Several sets detectives, 
none them apparently trusted, and several sets 
former acquaintances, none whom accepts Penelope 
completely, add the confusion. 


This deliberate confusion adds the suspense, and 
does the inability the chief characters come full 
understanding loyalty. Lavagnino turns alive, 
course, and aided escape—which explains the title. 
Also expected, but not until the close, the revelation 
that the singer was never traitor. 


The story well told, and the equal the author’s 
previous Before Wake. There are less than half 
dozen instances profanity. That which prevents full 
approval the section (Chs. 14-15) which Penelope, 
lost the woods, meets and surrenders herself 
escaped prisoner. not until considerably later that 
both characters admit that they recognized each other, 
and that they were playing The Guardsman. The earlier 
conversation, however, would not indicate such recogni- 
tion. 
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Kenyon, Theda. Black Dawn. Messner. Oct. 14, 1944. 


384p. $2.75. 


Theda Kenyon, one the latest victims the “saga” 
fever, continues Black Dawn the story the Stacy 
family begun The Golden Feather (Best Sellers, June 
1943). That rather malodorous chronicle Colonial days 
told how Gerald Stacy founded the Virginia Stacys 
“Feathergrant”, while his brother Ajax fathered the New 
England branch the family. Black Dawn narrates the 
coming Virginia (seven generations later) Geraldine 
Winslow, the Massachusetts line, and her impact upon 
the lives her “Feathergrant” seventh cousins. 


Most the book’s action takes place and around Rich- 
mond during the darkest period Virginian 
—from the holding farcical Constitutional 
Convention the spring 1868 the election 
Governor Gilbert Walker the summer 1869. 


Twenty-one-year-old Geraldine Winslow, carried away 
Evangelist Moody’s eloquence, decides Virginia 
teach the newly-emancipated Negroes. With her 
family’s disapproval and meagre financial support she 
establishes her school the neighborhood “Feather- 
grant”, whose owners she knows her relatives, but 
who know her only intruding “Yankee”, certainly 
good and almost certainly best doubtful 
character. 


The master John Stacy, deranged, 
believing his son Ajax have been killed the war and 
his daughter Lucinda (Lucy), young widow Tom Man- 
ners, better than she should be. Ajax, fearfully 
shocked boyhood the chance discovery 
widowed father had mulatto mistress, shrinks from and 
distrusts all women. Especially does misunderstand 
his sister, who attracted newly-rich Pat Pirbright 
poor-white origin. Lucy, turn, misconstrues Ajax’s in- 
terest Geraldine, whom she reckons capable any 
vileness. 


All these Charles Clay emotional 
complications straighten out when Geraldine, believing 
Lucy’s declaration that she ruining Ajax’s repute and 
career, goes back New England. Lucy bestows her 
hand old suitor, rejecting the upstart Pirbright, who 
consoles himself with Hallie Paine, long hopelessly love 
with Ajax; while that gentleman, suddenly discovering 
has loved Geraldine all along, casts off his complexes, 
follows her Boston, wins her hand and the best 
Hollywood style brings the book its climax with 
lingering pressure his lips the heroine’s. 


Black Dawn melodrama, but the times were melodra- 
matic, and the historical background accurate and ex- 
tremely well done. Here Miss Kenyon has followed good 
authorities intelligently, and would hard find 
better picture the conflicting passions and prejudices, 


SELLERs 


the numerous problems, the heart-shaking desolations 
post-Civil War Virginia. 

Unfortunately the preoccupation many the book’s 
characters with sexual passion and its occasional over- 
frankness expression make impossible recommend 
Black Dawn any but mature readers. 


Winston, 
Richmond, Virginia 
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